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FREDERICK WILLIAM THOMAS 



Dr. F. W. Thomas, m.a., ph.ix, c.i.e. (Librarian of the India Office, London, 1904-27 ; Boden 
Professor of Sanskrit at the University of Oxford and Fellow of Balliol College, 1927-37) passed 
away at his home near Branburg, Oxfordshire, on the 6th May 1956 at the age of 89. By his sad 
death, oriental learning has suffered an irreparable loss. 

Born at Fazely in Staffordshire on March 21, 1867, Thomas had a brilliant educational career. 
He obtained a classical scholarship at Trinity College, Cambridge, and-Von other laurels in Classical 
Tripos and Indian Languages Tripos. He knew Greek and Latin as well as Sanskrit, Pali and 
several other Eastern languages. In 1898 he joined the India Office as Assistant Librarian and 
succeeded C. H. Tawney as Librarian there in 1904. This post lie held for about a quarter of a 
century. On retiring in 1927 he became Boden Professor of Sanskrit at the University of Oxford 
and Fellow of Balliol College and continued to serve in these capacities till 1937. In the years 
that followed, he kept himself busy with his scholarly pursuits, inspiring younger scholars by his 
shining example. 

The name of Dr. Thomas was held very high in the field of Indological learning. As a result 
of his continued hard work for over half a century, he has left an abiding mark of progressive 
.scholarship specially on Sanskritic and allied studies. He was a pioneer in the field of research 
pertaining to Chinese Turkestan opened up by the explorations of Aurel Stein and others. A large 
number of publications (well over 200) on Indian and Oriental subjects, in the form of cooks and 
papers, stand to his credit. Some of his important works are : (1) The Horsacarita of Bam (tran- 
slated in collaboration with E. B. Cowell), (2) Kavindravacanasamucraya , an anthology of Sanskrit 
verses, and (3) Tibetan Literary Texts and Documents concerning Chinese Turkestan. 

In recognition of his manifold academic activities, numerous honours were conferred on 
Dr. Thomas. He was a member of the council of the Royal Asiatic Societ\ , London, of which 
he held the offices of Honorary Secretary, Vice-President and Director. In 1939, on the occasion 
of his 72nd birth-day, he was presented with a Volume of Eastern and Indian Studies by his friends 
and admirers. 

Dr. Thomas visited India twice, once in 1920-21 and again in 1937-38 when he was invited 
to preside over the Ninth Session of the All-India Oriental Conference at Trivandrum. He was 
an Honorary Correspondent of the Archaeological Department, Government of India. Besides, 
he was the editor of the Epigraphia Indica from 1916 to 1922. In that capacity, he edited Vols. 
XIII to XVI of this journal, Vol. XIII jointly with Sten Konow, and Vol. XVI jointly 
with H. Krishna Sastri. His own contribution to the pages of the Epigraphia Indica 
relates to certain important Kharoshthi records, viz. Inscriptions on the Mathura Lion-Capital 
(Vol. IX, pp. 135-47) and on the Relic Casket fiom Kurram (Vol. XVIII, pp. 17-18). 
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NIRANJAN PRASAD CHAKRAVARTI 



Dr. N. P. Chakravarti, m.a,, ih.d., the late Director General of Archaeology in 

India, passed away at New Delhi on the 19th October 1956. By his demise, Sanskritic studies 
in general and Indian epigraphy in particular have sustained a great loss. 

Dr. Chakravarti was born on the 1st July 1893 at Krishnagar in the Nadia District of West 
Bengal. After passing his M.A. examination, he entered the University of Calcutta as a Lecturer in 
Sanskrit and Pali in 1917. He was awarded a Government Scholarship in 1921 for studies in Europe 
and worked at the Sor bonne (Paris) and Berlin Universities. 1 In 1924 he went to England and was 
admitted in 1926 to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Cambridge. On his 
return to India, he entered the Archaeological Survey of India in 1929 as Assistant Superintendent 
for Epigraphy at Ootacamund. His zest for documentary and epigraphical research carried him 
to the post of Government Epigraphisft for India in 1934. In this capacity, he edited Volumes 
XXII to XXVI of the Epigraphs Indica. In 1940, he was transferred to New Delhi as Deputy 
Director General and became Joint Director General in 1945. He was appointed Director General 
of Archaeology in India in 1948. 

After his retirement in 1950 from that post, his service* were utilised by the Government of 
India in a number of ways. He was appointed Advisor in the Department of Archaeology and 
retired from this position in 1952. Thereafter he was appointed Officer on fecial Duty to guide 
the artists engaged in depicting scenes from the history of the country, from the dawn of civilisation 
to the attainment of independence, on the walls of the Parliament House and continued in this post 
till his death. 

Dr. Chakravarti was a member of several learned societies in India and abroad such as the 
Hakluyt Society, l’Ecole Francaise d’Extreme Orient, and the International Committee on 
Sites and Museums set up by the UNESCO. Besides, he was a Fellow of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal and the Vice-President of the Royal Society of India and Pakistan, London, and the All- 
India Fine Aits and Crafts Society. 



The range of Dr. Cbakravarti’s scholarship was extensive. His inspiring address on ’ Our 
Cultural Heritage, [ ts Future* to the All-India Oriental Conference in 1948 and the learned pre- 
sidential address he delivered at the Indian History ( ongress at Ahmndahad in 1954, indicating the 
problems and future lines of research in Indology, were greath appreciated by scholars. As 
regards Indian epigraphy, in addition to his scholarly contributions to the Annual Reports of the 
Archaeological Survey of India and Ancient India , he edited the Sanskrit inscriptions from Java in 
Part II of B. R. Chatterjee’s India and Jam and contributed the section on inscriptions in Yazdani’e 
Ajanta , Part III. The following learned papers from his pen were published in the Epigraphia 

Indica . 



1 Nivina Copper-plate Grant of Dharmarajadeva (Vol. XXI, pp. 34 ff.). 

2 Kharod Inscription of Ratnadeva HI, Chedi Saiiivat 933 (ibid., pp. 159 tf ). 

3. Two Brick Inscriptions from Nalanda (ibid., pp. 193 if.). 

4. A Buddhist Inscription from Kara (Vol. XXII, pp. 37 If.). 

5. Bhopal Plates of Mahakumara Harisckandracleva (Vol. XXIV, pp. 225 fl'.). 

6 Lucknow Museum Plate of Jayachcliandradeva, V. S. 1237 (ibid., pp. 291 If. ). 

7. Rewah Plates of the time of Trail5kyamalladeva, [KalachuriJ year 963 (V ol. XXV, pp. 1 ft.) 

8. A Note on the Halayudha-etdtra in the Amare&vara temple (ibid., pp. 183 ff.). 

9. Rajaprasasti Inscription of Udaipur, jointly with Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra (Vole. XXIX-XXX- 

Appendix, pp. 1-123). 

10. Hatun Rock Inscription of Patoladeva (Vol. XXX, pp. 226 ff.). 



11. Brahml Inscriptions fiom Bundhogarh (Vol. XXXI, pp. 167 ff.). 

i Q ne of the results was his VUdanavarqa Sanskrit published in Paris in 1930. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 

— :)o(: — 

VOLUME XXVIII 



Title Page. — For 1949-50 read 1949-1950 

Page 338. line 26. — For bhave read bhavet / 

,, 338, line 30. — For eight read eighth 

„ 338, line 31 . — Read — Harikela, Harikela or Harikeli in the Sylhet region ; but he appears 

VOLUME XXIX 

Title Page. — For 1951-52 read 1951-1952 

Page 1, line 6. — For west of read east of 

„ 1, lines 25-26. — Add note — Mr. M. R. Gupta quotes the weight of the Belwa plate of 

Mahlpala as 13i lbs. ( JAS , Letters, Vol. XVIE, p. 117). 

„ 8, text line 47. — Far bhavibhi6=cha read bhavibhir=api 

VOLUME XXX 

Page 3, line 11. — Add editorial note — The discrepancy of one year in the epochs of the Bhatika 
era suggested by the two inscriptions respectively in the Vishnu and Siva temples at 
Jaisalmer, viz. 624-25 A. D. and 623-24 A. D., cannot be reconciled, as suggested by 
Prof. Mirashi, by supposing that the second date is recorded in a current year and the 
first in an expired year. The language of the inscriptions in question (cf. Bhandar- 
kar’s List, Nos. 775 and 962) shows clearly that the Bhatika years mentioned in both 
the epigraphs were current only. The year of the first inscription is Bhatike Sarhvat 
812 pravartamdne and that of the second record Pravarttamana- Bhatika 993 . Besides 
the two inscriptions dated in the Bhatika era, referred to by Prof. Mirashi, nearly a 
dozen other inscriptions bearing dates in the same era, all found at Jaisalmer and its 
immediate neighbourhood, have been noticed in the Annual Report of the Rajputana 
Museum , Ajrner, for the year ending 31st March 1936 ; cf. An. Rep. Arch. Surv. Ind 
1935-36, p. Ill ; I HQ, Vol. XXXV, pp. 65 ff. It is interesting to note that 624-25 
A. D. as the beginning of the Bhatika era suits some of these inscriptions while 
others suggest 623-24 A. D. The earliest date supplied by these inscriptions is 
Bhatika Sarhvat 539, Bhadrapada sudi 10, Sunday (corresponding to the 11th August 
1163 A. D.) found in an inscription on a Govardhana about 10 miles from Jaisalmer. 
The era seems to have been a solarised modification of the Hijri, the first year of which 
corresponds to 622-23 A. D.=V. S. 679-80. Tt appears that the Bhati kings of Jai- 
salmer fabricated this reckoning about the 12th century by subtracting about 680 
from the V. S. 
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295, foot-note 5 . — Add note — That Bana applies the name Malawi to East Malwa in his 
Harskaehanta seems to be suggested by tlic fact that, in his Kddamban , he speaks 
of Vidisa on the Vetravall as the capital of the Malaya country (Siddhantavugisa’s 
ed., pp. 18-19: wa/pin-Mdlaro-nldsini . . .. Yltravatyu pan gat a Yidis-ubhidhdnd 
nagan rrijadh* log d sit) while- the ,-anie work mentions Ujjayinl on the Siprfi as the 

capital of the A\.mt; country (ibid., pp. 170-83: Stprayd pa riles It iptd 

wjit-amaraloka-d j'tf .(</-•'/ h 0) jay ini vdwn nagan). The same tradition is 
referred to by Yasodhura in his commentary on Vfitsyayuua's Kdmasutra (VI, 22 
and 24). which explains Avanti as Anara-M.'lawi (i.e. West Malwa) and Malava as 
Pcrva-M ;'.j va (i.e. East Malwa) It ' ■» «Jso supported by the iShatpanvkdsaddePG- 
hinny i [I d, Cult , Vol. Mil. pp. 5i*72). 



VOLUME XXXI 

12, foot-not*’ *. 1 cr \ r*nd Visala° 

13, line 28. - / m* boded read inclined 

13, line 41 .- For CliauidamV 3 read Cbaiiidana 0 
18, lire 21 . — For yi'iya read dvitlya 

25, foot-note 2 . — .obi editorial note — See also P. T. Srinivasa Ayyangar, Bkoja Raja 
(AnnamaLu Uuiv. Hist. Ser.), pp. 98 ff. 

28, text line 15 -For "n-mutyo 0 read °n=mutyo° 

30, line 2. — For tin read tin 

32. foot-note 4, line b. —For identify read identity 
* 

35, text line 9. — For ankri read °amhri 

43, text Hue 50. — For °nyajasa 1 read °nyajasa 2 

43, !« .-note 4. — For tasmay^atinano nfnnna read tsmai Dommana-namne 
76, line 7. — For September 11 read September 10 

76, foot-note 1. — Add — The tithi su. 10 and the nakshafra Sravana ended at *03 and *52 

«* 

respectively of the following day, i.e. Tuesday. See, however, N. Venkataramanayya, 
The Eastern Chulnkyas of Yehgi, p. 55. 

127, foot-note 2. — For insetred read inserted 

136, f^ot-note 3. — For agrahra read agrahara 

174, foot-note 3, line 1 . — Rend PrishtliaSriva 

* • «* 

187, line 2. — For 2 Plates read 3 Plates 

191. foot -note 5. — For DandiamahadevI read DandimahadevI 

* • • V 

207, loot-note 1. — Read ifaski Inscription of Asoka. printed at the Government Press, 
Hyderabad, and publi-hod by the Government of AndhraPradesh, 1958, p. 24 

211, line 25. — Read Brahmapa 

215, line 12. — Read sususit^viyc 1 




V 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 



XI 



Page 215, Line 13. — Read pavatitavjya 
,, 236, line 35. — Read Madhavadeva for Madhava 

„ 236, foot-note 3, line 5.— Read Brahmanas 

, \ 

* ' 264, line 28. — For Parasannamatra read Prasannamatra 

„ 269, line 15. — For vyvahari read vyavahari 

„ 269, line 21. — For first one read second date 

„ 269, foot-note 2, lines 2-3. — Read the Anantapur District of Andhra and parts of the Bellary, 

Kolar and Tumkur Districts of Mysore 

„ 273, line 17. — For Kalayanapura read Kalyanapura 

,, 273, line 18. — For Lankapura read Lankapura 

„ 274, line 29. — Read ayirattu 

,, 274, foot-note 10, line 3. — For Sittarameli read Sittirameli 

„ 275, text line 4. — For ana read ana 

„ 275, foot-note 2. — For sa read sa 

„ 325, foot-note 5.— Omit the last sentence . 

„ 327, foot-note 1, line 1. — Read Bombay 

335, foot-note 4, line 1. — Read cf. No. 15. Add note — For gadani-vyapara or madani - 
vydpara y the intended expression seems to be mudra-vyapara. Cf. mvdrd-vyapdraih 
paripanthayati in the description of viceroys (see Vol. XXXII, p. 152, note 2). 



